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which ought to be strongly marked, by the historian
of our Stage, that such great actors should have ex-
isted, to whom Shakspeare, at length, supplied
dramas, which were fully equal to their powers of
performance: And it will be found, perhaps, that the
dramatist derived an advantage from the player, and
the player a benefit from the dramatist. Among the
players, as Alleyn was the first, so he appears to have
been the most distinguished ; and is even supposed,
though not upon the most satisfactory evidence, to
have furnished -Shakspeare, by his just representation
of characters, with some intimations of the celebrated
precepts, which were given to the actors by Hamlet6.
When such doubts arise, from the difficulty of ascer-
taining facts of so remote a period, with regard to the
principal players, we ought not to be surprised, that
still greater doubts should exist, with respect to the

that Shakspeare himself appeared as early, on the same stage, in
as trivial a character,    [p. 356, Platt I.]

6 In the Apology, p. 391, it was said, on the authority of Mr.
Malone, chiefly, that Edward Alleyn married Joan Woodward, the
daughter of Henslow's wife. It appears, however, from the fune-
ral certificate of this laxly, in the College of Arms, by John Gif-
ford, the Senior Fellow, and preacher of the College; and John
Symon, the Schoolmaster thereof, and a Fellow, ** that she was
the Daughter of the Worshipful Philip Henslowe, Esq. one of the
Sewers of his Majestie's Chamber." On that occasion, the arms
of Henslow were impaled with the arms of her husband. When
Alleyn entered his pedigree at the visitation of the county of
Surrey, in 1623, he gave exactly the same account of his wife.
In a doubtful point, whether her name were Woodward, or Hens-
lowe, the inference of the Heralds, from the impaling of the
arms, ought to be decisive; that the wife of Alleyn was a Hen-
slowe, and not a Woodward. Yet, it appears by the written de-
claration of Henslowe himself, that Edward Alleyn did marry
Joan Woodward. [P. 295.] Thus difficult is it to ascertain a
fact, even from satisfactory evidence; though the commentators,
and criticks, demand demonstration^ as the only proof, in the
affairs of common life ! In the pedigree of Edward Alleyn, he is
called " Master of his Majesty's Game of Bulls and Bears, and
Mastif dogs."